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■ BACKGROUND/SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

● Trends

● Access of refugees to contraception

● Vulnerability of refugees

■ SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

● Refugees face social and economic challenges

● High teenage pregnancy in Oru refugee camp

● Unacceptable prevalence of sexual practices 



■ OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The study sought to examine:
The perception of refugees towards contraceptives

The knowledge of refugees towards contraceptives

The attitudes of refugees towards contraceptive 
use

The   use of contraceptives among refugee youths
And their access towards it in the camp



■ METHODOLOGY

● Research was conducted in Oru camp, Nigeria

● Quantitative and qualitative methods utilized

● Household survey used to choose 10-24 year old

● Sample was chosen scientifically

● 208 respondents participated



SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS
FREQUENCY %

Sex Male
Female

92
116

44.2%
55.8%

Age 10 – 14
15 – 19
20 - 24

19
147
42

9.1%
70.7%
20.2%

Religion Christianity
Islam

185
23

88.9%
11.1%

Nationality Liberian
Sierra Leone
Congo
Others

156
25
17
10

75%
12%
8.2%
4.8%

Marital Status Single
Married

199
9

95.7%
4.3%

208 100



DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY 
KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDE AND PERCEPTION ON 

CONTRACEPTIVE USE

Variables categories frequency percentages
Know two modern 
contraceptives

Yes
No

192
16

92.3%
7.7%

Approve of 
contraceptives

Yes
No

108
100

51.9%
48.1%

I think 
contraceptives are 
safe

Yes
No

116
92

55.8%
44.2%

Used contraceptive 
at last sex

Yes
No

66
142

31.7%
68.3%

I know a 
contraceptive source  
about 10 minutes 
from my house

Yes
No

79
129

38%
62%

Total 208 100%



.  48% of the female refugees studied are 
mothers between the ages of 15 – 24 years.

. Most have dropped out of school due to 
unwanted pregnancy. 

.  90% of the mothers interviewed said they 
didn’t want to get pregnant at that time. 
They kept on saying ‘‘It was a mistake”

A 19 year old female said:

“I didn’t know it would happen. I wasn’t 
ready to have a child at that time. I still 
regret not using contraceptives then 
because the baby I gave birth to is suffering 
in the camp”



During FGD,a 22 year old female said:

“ I can’t risk my life by using 
contraceptives, they are dangerous. I 
know a woman in this camp who died 
due to adverse effects of 
contraceptives. I know another 
woman who told me the story of how 
contraceptives affected her and made 
her menstrual cycle irregular. Nurses 
are wicked. They don’t tell people 
about the side effects. They just tell 
us to use it”



• Respondents all mentioned that they have 
access to condoms in the camp compared 
with other contraceptives.

A 24 year old female said:

“ Before, contraceptive like pills 
IUDs,injectables,etc were free in this camp  
but since the camp clinic was closed in 
2005,we now go to hospitals in the host 
community to buy contraceptives, its no 
longer free. Some of us like to use it but we 
can’t get in the camp. That's the problem”.

Most respondents believe condom is safer 
than other contraceptives but condom use 
was still low among them. Only about 40% of 
them used it at last sex. 



A 15 year old girl said: 

“ I like using condom during sex but I didn’t 
use it the last time I had sex because I didn’t 
want to buy it in the camp. I don’t want 
anyone to think I’m a prostitute. I remember 
the last time I went to buy condom in a 
chemist in the camp, I was embarrassed by 
some women. They asked me what a young 
girl like me wanted to do with a condom and 
pills. I was so ashamed that I had to lie that 
someone sent me. So, I prefer buying it 
outside the camp where no one knows me”.



CONCLUSION

The findings demonstrate the existence of serious challenges 
such as ignorance, poverty, inadequate access to information 
and contraceptives and other sexual and reproductive health 
information among young refugees in  refugee situations. 

It highlights their extreme vulnerability to unplanned 
pregnancies and other reproductive health problems and 
points to the need for empowerment, education on 
contraceptives – its side effects, benefits and use and 
information about behaviour change in order to increase their 
awareness of reproductive health issues. 

The findings reiterate the need for interventions to provide 
contraceptives and other family planning products, 
information and services for refugees to improve their lives in 
conflict affected settings.
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